Friends of Gedling Country Park
Autumn Newsletter 2025

A Welcome Message

Dear Members and Friends,

As the leaves begin to turn and the park takes on its rich autumnal coat, I’'m reminded why
Gedling Country Park holds such a special place in our hearts. Since opening in March 2015, this
transformed former colliery has become a thriving green sanctuary—an award-winning Local
Nature Reserve with panoramic views, heritage trails, wildlife habitats, and community spirit at
its core.

Your continued enthusiasm helps us nurture this space into a welcoming haven for everyone.
Thank you for your passion and ongoing support. Let’s enjoy cosy autumn walks, volunteer days,

and the gentle hum of new beginnings.

Warm wishes,

Terry A Lock. Chair, Friends of Gedling Country Park




“Access for All” — A new path towards inclusivity
By Tony Keyworth, Trustee

Great news for Gedling Country Park! The Friends Group is excited to announce a new initiative,
"Access for All”, aimed at transforming the well-used but often muddy path through the woods
near the park's headquarters. This project seeks to create a truly inclusive experience for all park
visitors.

The path, originally established in 2015 shortly after the park opened, included two open glades
intended as play and education areas for children. However, heavy rains, especially in winter,
have consistently left the path muddy and uneven, posing challenges for many. While
discussions about a stoned surface have been ongoing for years, the costs and technical hurdles
prevented action — until now.

With the park celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, renewed conversations about
accessibility have led to a groundbreaking idea: a path suitable for everyone. The "Access for All"
project envisions a smooth, accessible route designed for wheelchair users, pushchairs, and
individuals with walking difficulties, ensuring everyone can comfortably enjoy the beauty of
Gedling Country Park's woodlands.

Beyond improved accessibility, the project will enhance the
overall visitor experience. New benches will be strategically
placed along the path, offering opportunities for rest, quiet
reflection, and simply soaking in the natural surroundings. To
further enrich the environment, there are plans for more
diverse wildflowers, shrubs, and trees to be planted, alongside
information boards to educate and inform visitors about the
local flora and fauna. The glades will also see the addition of
benches and simple exercise facilities, complementing the
existing nesting boxes that already provide a chance to observe
and enjoy the park's birdlife.

To bring this exciting vision to life, the Friends Group will be
submitting a funding bid to the Severn Trent Community Fund
in August 2025. Your support is crucial to the success of "Access for All"!

How you can help:

If you'd like to express your support for this vital project, please do so! You can find a posting on
our Facebook page. If you're not on Facebook, you can still show your support by emailing
keyworthl@btopenworld.com or by writing to Tony Keyworth at 3 Field Close, Gedling, NG4
4DE.

Let's work together to make Gedling Country Park truly accessible for all to enjoy!




Tree Planting & Grassland
By Tony Keyworth, Trustee

You will have noticed that a lot of trees have been planted on the
park during the past year. Some of them are obvious to see as they
have been planted outside the woodlands, but many were planted
in the woods in spaces created by the removal of dead trees and
dense scrub. In addition, woodland flowers and shrubs were
planted totaling about 4000 individual additions to the flora on the
Park.

The purpose of this initiative was to diversify the woodlands by introducing new native plants
and trees and creating a mix of species where single species planting exists and all this boosts
biodiversity by improving the habitats.

The Friends of Gedling Country Park received £14,000 which was raised by crowd funding
through a scheme supported by Crowdfunder, British Airways and the Save Our Wild Isles
Community Fund which consists of Aviva, The World Wildlife Fund, and the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds.

Donations came from all over the country and some from Park users and we are grateful for the
support received. We are also grateful for the work of the volunteers in the planting work and
the help of the Park Rangers Rob and Michael.

We are now committed to reviewing the impact of this work now it has been completed and the
views of you, the Park users, are an important element of this response.

It would be very helpful if you would post your support for this initiative which we can include in
the feedback.

A note about the open grassland on the Park

The fields that the cattle are grazing are semi-managed grassland, and such areas have declined
significantly in recent years. It is grasslands that are not intensively managed, meaning they
haven't been heavily fertilised, reseeded, or had their species composition substantially altered
by intensive agriculture. They are characterised by a diverse mix of native grasses and
wildflowers and are often maintained through low intensity grazing or
hay cutting. These grasslands are important for biodiversity, carbon
storage, and other ecosystem services. They are also unimportant
habits for ground nesting birds like skylarks, meadow pipits and

lapwings.

So, we won't be planting trees on them except perhaps to provide shade for the cattle.




Wildlife Walk 19t July 2025
By Helen Aplin, Trustee

The weather forecast was for thunderstorms, however having an early
start meant we might get a little walk in before it got too serious. Mark
Tyler and | arrived early at the cafe and were soon joined by Angela, Ben
and his friend John, a botanist visiting from the Fens. We decided to
record the birds as usual but with the extra expertise, we went in search
of plants too. It also happened to be the national big butterfly count
event so we set off hoping there might be a few flying even though it
was early in the day. There are lots of wildflowers just outside the cafe,
so we started off by listing those, Mullion, Evening Primrose, Yellow
Wort, Common Fleabane to name but a few.

While standing by the cafe Mark had spotted a Kingfisher travelling, like a fighter jet, from
Spring Lane towards the GAR so we set off in the hope of spotting it near the middle lagoon. We
walked around the Holocaust Garden and spotted Small Scabious growing which would be new
for the site. We then looked for birds around the middle lagoon but only the Mallards were

about, but a Grey Heron flew over us. We saw a Long-Horned
Beetle on the Tansy in the memorial garden before heading up the
Zigzags and along the top path into the woodlands. Here we passed
Enchanted Nightshade and heard a Nuthatch before reaching the
path by the Methane Plant and making our way back to the middle
lagoon. This time we heard a Reed Warbler. Ben and John then left
us, but we carried on to the lower lagoons to check on the Cygnets

and try to spot the Kingfisher we'd seen. The swans were grazing
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over by the gate and there were the

usual array of Moorhens, Call Duck,
Coots and Herons, plus a Black Headed Gull sitting on the island.
Passing the Soapwort in flower we headed back to the car park up
hill and in front of the solar farm. The only butterflies we saw all day
were 1 Large White, 6 Meadow Brown, 2 Gatekeeper and 2 Burnett
Moths which were mating on a Teasel Head. It had started to drizzle
around 9.30am and so we got back to the car park at 10am, only a
little bit wetter than we started. Thanks to John for bringing some of
the plants to life for us.




Western Lagoon — Sealing the leak
By Tony Keyworth, Trustee

The Friends group will be working with the Park Rangers to attempt to seal or at least reduce
the leakage which has dried up the western lagoon at the bottom of the Park.

There may be several leaks, but observations indicate that the area around the stranded nesting
raft may be the location to start. We will be using a material called Sodium Bentonite which is a
type of clay, and this can be in powdered form or in granules which will be the one that we will
be using. The clay is also used in cosmetics, beer and wine production and some processed food,
so it is harmless to wildlife.

The material expands to 15 times its volume and forms a gelatinous watertight membrane. The
material will be spread on the surface of the water (when it returns), and it will sink finding its
way into openings and cracks in the clay bottom and stop or reduce the leaks.

If we had the money to have the clay bottom scraped off and stored at the edge of the Lagoon
whilst a 150mm layer of bentonite powder was spread and then the clay spread back over it, we
could say it would work with greater certainty. But we don’t have that sort of money which
would amount to tens of thousands of pounds and involve the use of heavy machinery.

So, what we are going to do is a gamble, but we are encouraged by the fact that the use of this
material and the placing technique used significantly reduced the leakage in the adjacent lower
pond.

If we are not successful, we should remember that there are significant ecological benefits for
invertebrates that live in the mud left when ponds dry out.

It is predicted that our summers will likely be drier in future and evaporation will reduce the
water level even if we have an effect on the leakage. So, there will be areas of mud on the
margins of the lagoons for invertebrates to live. The aim of this initiative will be to retain some
water in the lagoon for water birds to enjoy.

FGCP AGM

By Jenny Fillingham, Secretary/Trustee

The AGM was held on Tuesday 10™ June 2025 at All Hallows Church, Gedling. 21 members
attending (12 were Trustees).

As previously Rick Wilson gave a short talk on the history of All Hallows Church. There is now a
timeline to look at in the Church.

Jim Vernon a Notts County Council Councillor attended but there was no representative from
Gedling Borough Council.




The annual reports were presented by the relevant Trustee.

There was a discussion about 'Gift Aid' and Nick was able to reassure members that if they had
forgotten to tick this on their original membership form, they could tick it on a new form and
send it in. The Annual Treasurer's Report was accepted as a true record.

The maximum number of charity trustees has been raised and is now 24 (comprising of up to 20
elected trustees and 4 nominated trustees) Nominated trustees do not have a vote.

The Trustees for 2025/26 are: Helen Aplin, Daniel Green, Jules Handford, Tony Keyworth, Terry
Lock, David Marson, Brian Osborne, Elaine Shelton, Chris Snelson, Lynne Taylor, Jenny
Fillingham, Rod Fillingham, Philip Briggs, Louise Cardwell, Mike Dunne, Chris Edwards.

Volunteering & Corporate ESG: How Your Company Can Make an
Impact @

Engaging in volunteering activities at Gedling Country Park offers businesses a unique
opportunity to enhance their Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) credentials.

Environmental Impact
Participate in conservation projects that improve biodiversity, such as tree planting and habitat
restoration.

Social Responsibility
Strengthen community ties by contributing to local initiatives and supporting public green
spaces.

Employee Wellbeing
Encourage team building and boost employee morale through meaningful outdoor activities.

We offer tailored volunteering days for businesses. If your company is interested in making a
positive impact, please contact us via https://www.gedlingcountrypark.org.uk/contact-us.html

Upcoming Events — Autumn 2025

Wildlife Walks — start at 9am
Saturday 20™" September will be focusing on Autumn birds

Saturday 18" October we will be looking at fungi




Saturday 15" November migratory birds will be the topic of the day

Mark Tyler will be giving his help in identifying the birds, plants, and wildlife on these walks.
Bring binoculars and a camera, especially if you have a macro lens, but no dogs please.
Please wear suitable clothing with sensible footwear and water. Wrap up and bring a walking
stick if needed.

Remember paths can be muddy and uneven so suitable footwear.

If the weather is very wet and windy the walk will not take place. Birds and insects will be
sensible and stay in their nests.

The walk will last no more than two and a half hours but may be slow and if there is a lot to see
it will finish later.

Sunday Volunteer Dates — 10.15am, returning at 12pm for refreshments
315t August

7th, 14th 215t 28t September

5th 12t 19t 26% October

2nd 16t 23 30t November

Meet up at the green container adjacent to the play park.

Join Us & Stay Connected!

Become a member of the Friends of Gedling Country Park and support our mission to preserve
and enhance this beautiful space.

Sign up for our updates at

https://www.gedlingcountrypark.org.uk/

Follow us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/FriendsofGCP/?locale=en GB

Q@ Support us by donating at

https://www.gedlingcountrypark.org.uk/donate-or-join.html#Donate




If you would like to read about specific topics to do with Gedling Country Park and the work that
the Friends group does, please email your suggestions to:

newsletter@gedlingcountrypark.org.uk




